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which those laws and decrees were getting closer and closer to those fixed ruing the Wei Jin period.

A New Discussion of The Discussion of the Han School of Classical Studies by Fang Dongshu Qi Yongxiang

The Discussion of the Han School of Classical Studies, in four volumes, is the representative and best-
known works of Fang Dongshu. More than twenty editions have been published since the book first came out,
yet it still lacks a reliable and well collated edition. And the evaluations of the book are also mixed. By compa-
ring the different editions of the book and carding the existing literature, we can get to know that Fang did not
have the motivation of compiling the book to give the scholars of the Han School a hard time, instead, he was
stimulated by Jiang Fan, Ruan Yuan and others in Guangzhou. The book was first compiled in 1824 or 1825,
and got finished and inscribed in 1831; there was no block-printed edition before that. Among its current edi-
tions, the Wangsanyizhai edition which supplemented Fang’s Correction and Complement to The Discussion of
the Han School is the most authoritative and complete one. Modeling himself after Cheng Hao, Cheng Yi and
Zhu Xi, Fang was exclusive of other factions, and held profound sectarianism. With the addition of irritable and
truculent personality of the author, the entire book was filled with abuses. Although the book cited a wide varie-
ty of references, they were mostly second-hand materials, thus it is only a patchwork of arrogance without any
creative ideas. Some late-generation scholars said that the Han School declined because of the emergence of this
book, and it had played a guiding role in reconciling the Han School and the Song School. But the truth is: the

decline of the Han School was not directly related to the book in any sense.

Academic Journals: The Crisis in the West and the Opportunities for China Yuan Zujie

Since they appeared in the 17" century, academic journals had been a platform relying on and serving small
academic societies until the 1960s, when commercial elements started to infiltrate the academic publication field
in Western countries. Even though the profit drive gave an initial impetus to technical improvements, it eventu-
ally led to the current crisis in the academic publishing domain. Rooted in academic institutions and societies,
most scholarly journals in China are rarely market oriented and, therefore, able to take advantage of certain pub-
lic resources. The crisis in the West is a warning sign for the academic publishing reform in China. In order to
keep their advantages and overcome their shortcomings, Chinese academic journals should seek to improve their
academic environments, perfect the mechanism for running academic journals, and push the professionalization

forward by making it digital- and internet-oriented.

The Parallax View and Introspection of Transcendence:

A Review of the Recent Discussions of the Reform of College Journals on Social Sciences Sang Hai

The promulgation of the “Measures for the Implementation of Structural Reform of Newspaper and Journal
Editorial Boards” means that the structural reform of college journals is imminent, and the insiders must make a
clear response to it and make their decisions on what to do next. A series of articles, recently published in the
column “Journals and Evaluations” in the Journal of Tsinghua University , focus on such problems as introver-
sion and open-mindedness, comprehensiveness and professionalization, diversity and intensification, hardcopy
publication and digitization, and transformation of academic journals into enterprises. These problems reflect the
insiders’ views on the reform of academic journals. Because of different positions and perspectives. there exists
parallax among different subjects. If everyone adheres to his/her own views, it will be difficult to put forward
constructive reform programs. Only by moving back and forth between different perspectives, and making re-
flections on, and transcending. the resulting “parallax views”, could the problems be solved creatively. The on-
line publication “Series of Professional Journals of China Universities”, co-founded by twenty-one “famous jour-
nals”, was born out of parallax and belongs to a mode of cooperative innovation in accordance with the develop-

ment tendency and reform direction of the journals.



